April 28, 2021

The Honorable Rosa DelLauro The Honorable Tom Cole

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education Human Services, and Education
House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman DeLauro and Ranking Member Cole:

We appreciate your support for providing funding increases for the Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA) and urge you to continue this trend in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill. With these increases, we are
closer to realizing the changes made to the program pup2 ( th)2[s)1 ( m( ) TjEMBn5s(8)alirgf)s (o). a0 pi (limihbt(
implement.

During the ongoing pandemic, libraries continue to serve as a vital source o
information, especially regarding COVID-19. Many libraries are helping seniors ar
risk residents access local, state, and federal public health resources register for vac
Libraries serve a vital role in our communities, offering free access to computing se



summer reading programs to help them prepare to learn in school and succeed. Furthermore,
libraries also prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s job market by providing coding and STEM
activities.

Unfortunately, during this time of increased demand, which has been exacerbated by
COVID-19, many libraries continue to face cuts and severe budget pressures, leading to closures,
reduced hours, and staff reductions. LSTA is the only annual federal program that helps public
libraries meet community needs, provide enhanced services through technology, reach
underserved populations, and retain librarians while recruiting new and diverse entrants into this
important field. Consisting of a state formula program, which is amplified by a state match and
competitive grants, LSTA is more essential now than ever. In the 2018 reauthorization of the
Museum and Library Services Act, Congress strengthened LSTA to support data driven tools to
tailor services to address and meet community needs, help libraries prepare for and provide
services after a disaster or emergency, enhance services for Native Americans, and recruit and
train library and information science professionals from a broad range of backgrounds. The new
law also enables increases in the Grants to States program to be shared more broadly across
states while ensuring that no state loses funding.

We greatly appreciate the strong support for LSTA provided by this Subcommittee in
recent years, including the $197.4 million appropriated in FY 2021. Increasing funding for
LSTA, especially by providing a boost of $9 million for the Grants to States program, will help
ensure that Americans of all ages have access to libraries, internet, and information services; the
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