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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 17,2016

TheHonorableRoy Blunt
Chairman
Subcommitteeon Labor, Health and
HumanServices,andEducation
SenateCommittcc on Appropriations
Washington,D.C. 20510

The HonorablePatty Murray
Ranking Member
Subcommitteeon Labor, Health and
Human Services,andEducation
SenateCommitteeon Appropriations
Washington,D.C. 20510

DearChairmanBlunt and Ranking Member Murray:

We write to urgeyour support for theeducation,workforce, andeconomicdevelopment
needsof Americans by providing $186.6million for the Library ServicesandTechnologyAct
(LSTA) in the fiscal year 2017 Labor, HealthandHuman Services,andEducation
Appropriations bill.

Libraries servea vital role in our communities. Even asthe economyshowssignsof
improvement,patronscontinue to turn to their local library for free accessto essential
information on a wide rangeof topics, skills training, andcomputing services.

Every day, libraries acrossthe countryprovide no-feepublic accessto computersandthe
Internetin someof our most distressedcommunities.According to a recentAmerican Library
Association(ALA) report, 65percentof all librariesnationwide saythey arethe only provider of
fi·eeInternetaccessin their communities. In rural areas,73 percentof libraries report they serve
astheir community'Sonly free Internet provider. This accessis critical at a time when
applicationsi()r manyjobs andgovernmentservicesmust be filled out online.

Libraries, however,provide more thanjust Internet access.According to anotherALA
report,more than 92 percentof public librariesoffer servicesthat help patronsconductjob
searches,createresumes,accesstraining for technologyandtechnical skills, and innovate
throughtheuseof 3-D printers and makerspaces.T ,ibrariesalsoprovide resourcesand
specializedcollections for small businessesto help in the creationof businessplansandthe
developmentof new growth strategies.

Moreover, libraries exposechildren to booksand information to help them gain and
enhancetheir literacy skills. Numeroussurveysshowthat many of our nation's children living
in povertyhavevery limited accessto booksat home. Thesechildren dependon their local
libraries' story-time and summerreadingprogramsto help themprepareto learnin school and
succeed.

Unfortunately, during this time of increaseddemand,many Iihrariesarefacing cutsand
severebudgetpressures,leading to closuresandreducedhours.LSTA is theonly federal
programthat helpspublic libraries meetcommunityneeds,provide enhancedservicesthrough
technology,reachunderservedpopulations,andretain iibrarians while recruiting new entrantsto
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this important field. Consistingof a stateformula program,which is amplified by a statematch,
andcompetitive grants,LSTA is more essentialnow than ever.

We greatly appreciatethe increasefor
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FYI 7LSTA Funding
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