Charles McCullough, 1l January 6, 2016
Inspector General of the Intelligence Community

Office of the Inspector General of the Intelligence Community

Investigations Division

Reston 3

Washington, D.C. 20511

Dearlnspector General McCullough

As organizations concerned with openness and accountability in all parts of government, we are writing to
remind you about the important role that whistleblowers play in the proper functioning of the federal
governmentThey deserve our protection, not pergemn. We are concerned abatie Office of the
'LUHFWRU RI 1DWLR Q D Ochapastdtizativh dftnvQistiebipwer2ad insider threats, despite
clearpolicy from the White House thatdke individualshould not be considered or targeted as such.

Whistleblowers are the first and best line of defense against waste, fraud, and abuse in federal programs,
butin an internal trainingDDNI recently gravely mischaracterized whistleblower Thomas Drake as an

3L Q VL G H'plading bid [ Yhe sameaegory as Fort Hood shooterddil Hasan and Navy Yard killer
Aaron Alexis! The presenter, ODNI official Patricia Larsen, reiterated an overly broad definition of



This training is not the first tim@®DNI haserroneouslyconflated insider threats and whistleblowers.

ODNI guidancemproperly equates unauthorized disclosures of unclassified information with espionage
and sabotagé.This broadlumping together of information sharing gave our community pause years ago,
whenMcClatchy reported that agencies were using the Insider Threat Program as grounds to pursue
unauthorized disclosures of unclassified informatiamformation that whistleblows can legally

disdose to anyone under current latin 20132 When the office leading this program does not

understand the distinction between a whistleblower and a genuine threat, there is a fundamental flaw in
thelnsider Threat Fogram.

Because ofhese instances confusion on this fundamental pqgime are askingouto perform an
evaluation of theénsiderThreatProgram, includingan investigation intevhether it has beemproperly






