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New England Association of Schools and Colleges (Standard Four, 4.6, 4.18) 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (sec. 3.4.14, 3.6.2, 3.8.1, 3.8.2, & 3.8.3) 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (Standard 2.2). 
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standards a work in progress, as the discipline, curricula and profession change over 
time. 

 
Prepared by: Missy Murphey, Kate E. Adams, Natasha Cooper, Amanda Hornby, Cathy 
Michael, Heidi Senior, Jessica Guthrie, Monique Threatt, Christina Gola, Kathy 
Dabbour, Linda Hofschire, Danielle Rowland, Joyce Garczynski, Jodie Borgerding, and 
Julie Ann Petr. 

 
 
 

 
STANDARD ONE – PLAN 
Identifies needed resources, 
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database contain scholarly or news 
articles, images, audiovisual, etc.? Do I 
need to collect data? What are the pros 
and cons of the selected resources? 

f. Plans to conduct original research Design surveys, collect and analyze data, 
conduct interviews, etc. 

The student  or  professional:  
3. Considers  financial  costs and time  required to  obtain 
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headings to clarify or narrow research 
results 

d. Applies search strategies to various research 
resources, adjusting for different user interfaces 

Runs a search in LexisNexis and then 
adjusts the search strategy for other 
appropriate databases. 

The student  or  professional:  
2. Retrieves  information online  or  in  person  using a variety of  methods  

OUTCOMES EXAMPLES 

a. Retrieves information needed through 
collections, services and individuals 

Examples: Government documents, public 
records, court records, interlibrary 
loan/document delivery, professional 
associations, community resources, 
experts and practitioners 
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a. Creates a system for organizing the 
information 

Electronic files, reference management 
tools (RefWorks, Zotero, EndNote), Google 
documents, Delicious, etc.
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a. Organizes the content in a manner that 
supports the purpose and format of the story 

Organizes and writes story according to 
guidelines associated with a style--news 
story, feature, op-ed, multi-media, blog or 
academic publication. 

b. Articulates own knowledge and any biases or 
affiliations that may influence the story 

Discloses potential conflicts of interest to 
editor or in story piece (if appropriate or 
permissible) . 
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visual communication when appropriate research product and effectively 
incorporates photographs, sidebars and 
graphics or videos, as appropriate. 

c. Communicates clearly and with a style that is 
appropriate for the story, performance, or 
audience 

Questions to address: What information 
should I include in my story in order to give 
my audience fair and objective reporting? 
Is my writing or presentation style 
appropriate for an academic audience or 
general audience? Does my story need to 
include a local perspective? 

 
STANDARD FIVE – ETHICAL AND LEGAL STANDARDS 
Applies professional  standards throughout  the research  process 

The student  or  professional:  
1. Recognizes  the ethical,  legal  and socio -economic  issues surrounding information 
and technology  

OUTCOMES EXAMPLES 

a. Recognizes the role of journalists in the 
ethical use and publication of information 

Abides by journalism ethics guidelines, as 
outlined by professional associations and 
organizations, such as Society of 
Professional Journalists and Poynter 
Institute. Seeks the objective truth, 
minimizes harm, acts independently, 
interviews a variety of sources, fact- 
checks, is publicly accountable. 

b. Recognizes issues related to privacy and 

http://www.rcfp.org/handbook/
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f. Applies policies related to interviewing people 
and human subjects research; recognizes the 
ethical obligation to provide equal time and 
access to different interviewees as information 
sources
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Appendix  A:  Resource  Lists  for  Journalism  
The following resources include lists of core journals and subscription resources, as well 
as freely-available online resources: 

 
Desai, S. (2011, January 24). New media. Retrieved May 14, 2011, from the 
Association of College & Research Libraries wiki: 
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/New_Media_/_Cyberculture 

 
Garber, B. (2006, March/April). Journalism. College & Research Libraries News, 67(3), 
151-154. 

 
Kanter, E. (2007, June 11). Communication studies. Retrieved May 14, 2011, from the 

Association of College & Research Libraries wiki: 
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/I._Communication_Studies_Specific 

 
Kanter, E. (2010, January 15). News sources. Retrieved May 14, 2011, from the 
Association of College & Research Libraries wiki: 
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/News_Sources 

 
Lebbin, V. (2007, June 8). Journalism. Retrieved May 14, 2011, from the Association of 
College & Research Libraries wiki: http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/Journalism 

 
Maciejewski, F. E. (2006, December 13). Photojournalism. Retrieved May 14, 2011, 
from the Association of College & Research Libraries wiki: 

http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/Photojournalism 
 

Media ethics. (2009, July 8). Retrieved May 14, 2011, from the Association of College 
& Research Libraries wiki: http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/Media_Ethics 

 
Appendix  B:  Selected  Bibliography  
This is a selected bibliography of current articles and books providing scholarly and 
professional discussion and analysis of information literacy in the disciplines of 
communication and journalism; critical thinking and learning outcomes in these 
disciplines; and models for journalism education and research. 

 
Recommended  Readings  

 
Bolding, J. (1996). Research skills instruction in undergraduate programs. Journalism & 

Mass Communication Educator, 51(1), 15-22. 
 

Bornstein, Jerry. (2003).

http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/New_Media_/_Cyberculture
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/I._Communication_Studies_Specific
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/News_Sources
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/Journalism
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/Photojournalism
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/Media_Ethics


http://us.cision.com/journalist_survey_2009/GW-


http://www.nieman.harvard.edu/assets/pdf/Nieman%20Reports/backissue
http://sncr.org/sites/default/files/Middleberg-_-SNCR-Study-Exec-Summary_0.pdf
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Professional  Journalism  Organizations:  Codes  and Standards  

 
Association of Health Care Journalists. (2011). Statement of principles of the 

Association of Health Care Journalists. Retrieved from 
http://www.healthjournalism.org/secondarypage-details.php?id=56 

 
American Medical Writers Association. (2008, June). AMWA code of ethics. Retrieved 

from http://www.amwa.org/default.asp?Mode=DirectoryDisplay&id=114 
 

American Meteorological Society. (2011, May 10). AMS certification programs: Certified 
broadcast meteorologist program. Retrieved from 
http://www.ametsoc.org/amscert/#cbm 

 
American Society of Newspaper Editors. (1996). ASNE statement of principles. 

Retrieved from http://www.asne.org/kiosk/archive/principl.htm 
 

Associated Press Managing Editors. (1994). APME statement of ethical principles. 
Retrieved from http://www.apme.com/?page=EthicsStatement 

 
Goldstein, N. (Ed.). (2009). Associated Press stylebook and briefing on media law. New 

York, NY: Associated Press. 
 

Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc. (2009). The investigative reporter’s handbook 
B. Houston, (Ed.). (5th ed.). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 

 
National Association for Media Literacy Education. (2011). Core principles of media 

literacy education. Retrieved from http://www.namle.net/core-principles 
 

National Council for the Training of Journalists. (n.d.). National Council for the Training 
of Journalists. Retrieved from http://www.nctj.com/ 

 
National Press Photographers’ Association. Digital manipulation code of ethics. (1991). 

Retrieved from 
http://www.nppa.org/professional_development/business_practices/digitalethics.h 
tml 

 
National Press Photographers’ Association. (1999). Ethics in the age of digital 

photography. Retrieved from 
http://www.nppa.org/professional_development/self- 
training_resources/eadp_report/ 

 
National Press Photographers’ Association. (2011). NPPA code of ethics. Retrieved 

from 
http://www.nppa.org/professional_development/business_practices/ethics.html 

http://www.healthjournalism.org/secondarypage-details.php?id=56
http://www.amwa.org/default.asp?Mode=DirectoryDisplay&id=114
http://www.ametsoc.org/amscert/#cbm
http://www.asne.org/kiosk/archive/principl.htm
http://www.apme.com/?page=EthicsStatement
http://www.namle.net/core-principles
http://www.nctj.com/
http://www.nppa.org/professional_development/business_practices/digitalethics.h
http://www.nppa.org/professional_development/self-
http://www.nppa.org/professional_development/business_practices/ethics.html
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Radio-Television News Directors Association. (2011). Ethics. Retrieved from 
http://www.rtdna.org/pages/best-practices/ethics.php 

 
Society of American Business Editors and Writers. (2011). SABEW's code of ethics. 

Retrieved 
from  http://sabew.org/about/codes-of-ethics/sabews-code-of-ethics/ 

 
Society of Professional Journalists. (1996). SPJ code of ethics. Retrieved from 

http://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp 
 

Strupp, J. (2009, August). Social realism. Editor & Publisher, 142(8), 24-28. 
 

Professional  Journalism  Organizations  Consulted  
 

Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication. (2011). About. 
Retrieved from http://www.aejmc.org/about 

 
Carnegie-Knight Initiative on the Future of Journalism Education. (n.d.). Revitalizing 

journalism education. Retrieved from http://newsinitiative.org/initiative/ 
 

Investigative Reporters and Editors. (2011). About IRE. Retrieved from 
http://www.ire.org/about/ 

 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. (2011). Our mission. Retrieved from 

http://www.knightfoundation.org/about_knight/ 
 

Pew Research Center's Project for Excellence in Journalism. (2011). Overview. 
Retrieved from http://www.journalism.org/about_pej/about_us 

Poynter. (2010). About us. Retrieved from http://about.poynter.org/ 

Society of Professional Journalists Journalism Education Committee. (2011). Tools for 
educators. Retrieved from http://www.spj.org/educators.asp 
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