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Whereas monetary fines present an economic barrier to access of library materials and 

services; 

Whereas there is mounting evidence that indicates eliminating fines increases library 



 
 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members 

1. adds a statement to the Policy Manual that establishes that “The American 

Library Association asserts that imposition of monetary library fines creates a 

barrier to the provision of library and information services.”; 

 

2. urges libraries to scrutinize their practices of imposing fines on library patrons and 

actively move towards eliminating them; and 

 

3. urges governing bodies of libraries to strengthen funding support for libraries
so 

they are not dependent on monetary fines as a necessary source of revenue. 

 

4. establish a working group to develop information resources, including 

strategies and tips, for l ibraries interested in abolishing fines, with a 

report due to Council at the 2019 Annual Conference 

 

 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 

Monday, January 28, 2019, in Seattle, WA 

  
Mary W. Ghikas, Executive Director 

and Secretary of the ALA Council 

 


