Sample of Resolution Format

Please note that SHORTER IS BETTER in a resolution. If it'’s too long, few people will
read it. Also note that every issue brought up in the whereas clauses should be dealt
with in the resolved clauses. Remove any whereas clause that is not addressed in a
resolved clause.

Resolution on Replacing the Library of Congress Subject Heading "lllegal Aliens™
with "Undocumented Immigrants"

[Whereas clauses:
1. “Whereas” should NOT be in capitals.

2. “Whereas” should NOT have a comma after it.

3. “Whereas” should NOT have a tab after it but should just be the beginning of a
typical sentence.

4. The word after “Whereas” should NOT be capitalized unless it is normally
capitalized (so use “Whereas he...” rather than “Whereas He...).



Whereas college students have petitioned the Library of Congress to retire the subject heading
Illegal aliens;

Whereas there is no explicit mandate from Congress that LC must follow the U.S. Code
terminology in this matter;

Whereas the ERIC (Education Resources Information Center) Thesaurus and MeSH (Medical
Subject Headings) both use the term Undocumented immigrants, and both are produced by
federal government agencies;






Resolution on Replacing the Library of Congress Subject Heading "lllegal Aliens” with
"Undocumented Immigrants"/2

Whereas many news organizations have committed to not using the word "illegal" to describe
immigrants, including the Associated Press, USA Today, ABC, The Chicago Tribune, and the
LA Times;

Whereas college students have petitioned the Library of Congress to retire the subject heading
Illegal aliens;

Whereas there is no explicit mandate from Congress that LC must follow the U.S. Code
terminology in this matter;

Whereas the ERIC (Education Resources Information Center) Thesaurus and MeSH (Medical
Subject Headings) both use the term Undocumented immigrants, and both are produced by
federal government agencies;

Whereas the ALA Policy B.3 (Diversity) states that "ALA recognizes the critical need for access
to library and information resources, services, and technologies by all people, especially those
who may experience... discrimination on the basis of appearance, ethnicity, immigrant
status...;" and

Whereas the ALA Policy B.1.1 (Core Values of Librarianship) states that all library users should
receive "accurate, unbiased, and courteous responses to all requests;" now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

1. urges the Library of Congress to change the subject heading lllegal aliens to
Undocumented immigrants.

Mover: Laura Koltutsky, SRRT Councilor, 403-555-0000
Seconder: Peter Hepburn, ALA Executive



